
 

My soul is full of longing 
for the secret of the sea. 
And the heart of the great ocean 
sends a thrilling pulse through me. 

  ‘The Secret of the Sea’ 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

Did you take time this summer to visit Maine’s rocky shore or sail its “great ocean”?  
Longfellow found inspiration in the sparkling waters of his native Casco Bay, and his 
poetry often reflects the sometimes haunting, sometimes calming, always fascinating 
nature of the sea. 

And speaking of fascinating and sometimes haunting, I hope you were able to catch 
our Club’s TV debut in the Reny’s commercial last month!   If you missed it, here’s the 
link:  https://vimeo.com/281500895.  See page 3 for a photo of the participants. 

In addition to our own gardens, many of us have been working diligently in the 
Longfellow Garden and Arboretum this summer, keeping them in pristine condition for 
visitors and tour groups.  And several members took on the project of weeding and 
pruning (bushwhacking, really!) the garden of an elderly senior in Cumberland.   

Though it hardly seems possible, our new program year begins in just a couple of 
weeks.  Casandra Fitzherbert has graciously opened her home and garden for our first 
meeting on September 11th at 10 a.m.  Please bring a sandwich; we’ll provide drinks 
and dessert.  Come and hear about the interesting programs - and places Anita Wihry 
has planned for our LGC gatherings, including visits to two organizations that inspired 
our scholarship grants.  And we hope to unveil our long-awaited Longfellow Garden 
Club website in September as well.   

Looking forward to reconnecting with all of you in September!  

   Deb Gray, President 
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Longfellow Garden Club Helping in the Community

On August 16th, Caroyln Murray, Marce Marcoux, Sylvia Sowles, Karen Rea, Trudy 
Winne (pictured above), Margaret Boulos and Deb Gray spent the morning raking and 
weeding the yard of an elderly couple in Cumberland.  Our volunteer efforts were very 
much appreciated by the homeowners, and we attracted the attention of a neighbor who 
was also interested in our services (not going to happen!).
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Club Events

September 11, Tuesday 
Home and Garden of member, Casandra 
Fitzherbert, 63 Monroe Avenue, Westbrook 

10:00 Business Meeting 
11:00 Garden Tour and Socializing 
 Bring a sandwich; drinks and dessert   
 provided 

October 9, Tuesday 
Portland Arts and Technology High School 
(PATHS) 
196 Allen Avenue, Portland 
(Directions will be provided at September 
meeting.) 

Note earlier morning meeting time 
9:00 Meet Portland Arts and Technology   
 students  
9:00 -11:00 Presentations by students and   
 visit with Kathy Tarpo, Landscapes &   
 Gardens Program Instructor. Curriculum  
 is comprehensive and includes    
 familiarization with career opportunities. 
11:00 -12:30 Lunch and Tour of Facility  
 (Lunch prepared by PATHS students;  
 Cost $8.00) 
12:30 -1:00 Brief business meeting  
 Note:  The Longfellow Garden Club has   
 awarded a scholarship to a student   
 continuing her studies in Horticulture   
 following her graduation from the PATHS  
 program.           

Other Events

September 12 - 13, Wednesday and 
Thursday, Landscape Design School  
St Mary’s Church.  For more information: 
www.mainegardenclubs.org 

October 15 - 18, Monday - Thursday
Annual Meeting and Symposium
New England Garden Clubs, Inc.
For more information and registration: 
www.ngcner.org 

October 29, Monday 
Garden Cub Federation of Maine 
Fall Conference
Augusta Civic Center 

June 18 – 20, 2019, Tuesday and 
Wednesday.  GCFM Convention, at Village 
by the Sea Resort and Conference Center, 
Wells.  Theme:  “Bringing Communities 
Together Through Gardening.”

http://www.mainegardenclubs.org/
http://www.ngcner.org/
http://www.mainegardenclubs.org/
http://www.ngcner.org/


Longfellow Garden News

The hot humid weather of this summer has not adversely affected the Longfellow 
Garden in the long run.  The Longfellow lilac in the rear area does suffer with mildew so 
I’m researching steps to do preventative care early in the season.  Also the hawthorn 
tree in the rear area has dropped many of its leaves sooner than usual, and there seem 
to be a variety of  insects munching away but not doing lasting harm.

Two summers ago we removed a medium sized lilac and this year added Fothergilla  x 
Mt. Airy (Bottlebrush).   This compact shrub will have year around interest, beginning 
with spikes of white flowers in May, blueish green leaves for summer and orange-red 
leaves in the fall.  We’ve started moving the nepeta (Catmint) from its too shady spot in 
the upper garden and pairing it with the hydrangea arborescens Annabelle.  

Sylvia Sowles gamely stepped into coordinating the care and maintenance of the 
Garden for July, August and September while I underwent knee surgery and recovery 
so many thanks to her and the other members who came in to make sure the Garden 
always looked at its best.  Fall is right around the corner and we will again plan to pot up 
and overwinter plants for our spring plant sale.  Please plan to join us soon in the 
Garden!

Imelda Schaefer, Garden Chair

The Longfellow Garden Club’s TV Debut 
Laural Parker, Carolyn Murray, Barbara Tolman, Karen Rea, Deb Gray, Nina Comiskey, Trudy Winne, Casandra 
Fitzherbert, Anita Whiry, Rebecca Leeman, Marce Marcoux, Sylvia Sowles, Linda Frinsko, Carmen Weatherbie 
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Arboretum Update

Barbara Tolman and Laurel Parker 
helping Jeff Tarling plant an Eastern 
Redbud (Cercis canadensis) in honor of 
Bill Tolman.

A Redbud (Cercis Canadensis) was 
planted June 7th at the Longfellow 
Arboretum in honor of Bill Tolman who 
joined the club in 1982.  Bill passed 
away last year.  City Arborist Jeff 
Tarling lead our annual informative 
tour through the collection of trees, 
followed by the traditional Lemonade 
and delicious Lemon Melt-Away 
cookies from Marilyn Spencer’s recipe.  
About 15 LGC members enjoyed the 
early June afternoon that was perfect 
for celebrating trees and the life of a 
35-year member.  Also planted were a 
Mountain Maple, Striped Maple and an 
American Mountain Ash.  

The Longfellow Arboretum containing 
Mrs. Leys’ garden, a River Birch grove, 
and a gorgeous Hydrangea Bed is 
located in Portland's Payson Park.  
(Enter through the stone pillars on 
Ocean Avenue, look for Arboretum 
sign on the right.)

* * *

Barbara Tolman wishes to express her 
appreciation for all the supportive 
correspondence she received and for 
the kind acts of club members.

For additional state and regional news, 
visit the following links and sign up to 
receive emailed newsletters.  

https://www.mainegardenclubs.org/

http://www.ngcner.org/
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Yearbooks

 not picked up at club events,


will be mailed in October. 


Poet’s Corner Newsletter 

is published four times a year: Sep/Oct,


 Nov/Dec/Jan, Feb/Mar and Apr/May/Jun.  

Your submissions are encouraged; 


deadline: the 15th of the preceding month for 
the upcoming issue.   


https://www.mainegardenclubs.org/
http://www.ngcner.org/

