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“There is nothing holier in this life of ours

than the first consciousness of love,
the fist fluttering

of its wings.”

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

Are you hibernating like your garden during this snowy winter?  It’s certainly tempting to do just that 
as temperatures dip below zero, pipes freeze, and windshields are coated with ice.  But the 
Longfellow Garden Club isn’t letting winter get us down!  While we won’t have regular meetings in 
January and February, there’s lots going on in the Club. 

Planning is underway for the Stroudwater District Annual Meeting on April 18th.  Longfellow will play 
host to the Garden Club Federation of Maine’s largest district at the Purpoodock Club in Cape 
Elizabeth.  We’ve lined up two great speakers, and we’re now working on the logistics for registration, 
food, raffle, etc.  

Another creative group is evaluating the design and content for our website which we hope to launch 
later this year.  There’s also a committee gathering data on scholarship programs with the aim of 
presenting a proposal at our annual meeting in May.  

Looking for something to do in February?  Maine Historical Society is presenting “Love in the 
Longfellow House” tours from February 8-14.  See details later in this newsletter.  And our club has 
been invited to participate with other local garden clubs and florists in the Portland Museum of Art’s 
“Art in Bloom”.  We will be submitting a floral design inspired by Dale Chihuly’s lovely blown glass 
piece “Rose Mist Seaform.”  Art in Bloom runs from February 14 through 18 at the Museum.

Our next LGC meeting will be on Tuesday, March 13, at Ocean View, 20 Blueberry lane, Falmouth. 
Come at 2:00PM to hear Ellen Gibson from Maine AgrAbility speak on “Gardening forever:  Adaptive 
Strategies to Ensure Lifelong Gardening.”  This program is open to Ocean View residents and other 
members of the public and is an opportunity to introduce folks to our Club, its members and activities. 

In March, the Maine Flower Show returns to Thompson’s Point, and we’ll be looking for volunteers to 
help host the GCFM table.  Look for more information about the show and volunteer opportunities 
later in this newsletter. Deb Gray 
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STROUDWATER and GCFM EVENTS

April 18, Wednesday

Stroudwater District Annual Meeting (LGC hosts) Purpoodock Club

300 Spurwink Avenue, Cape Elizabeth


June 18 - 20, Monday - Wednesday 

Garden Club Federation of Maine Convention “Celebrating the Summer Garden”

Sebasco Harbor Resort, Phippsburg, Maine

Hosted by Medomak District Clubs

For more information/registration: www.mainegardenclubs.org


PUBLIC EVENTS

Month of February - Longfellow Days in Brunswick.  The Brunswick Downtown Association 
annual Longfellow Days events were not published in time to include here.  Please visit their website 
for information:   http://brunswickdowntown.org/bda-events/

February 8 - 14   Love in the Longfellow House.  Take a stroll through the 
historic home of Portland’s favorite poet.  The Wadsworth-Longfellow House will 
be illuminated with tales of the dating customs of yesteryear, and of the many 
loves, romances, and heartbreaks of the Wadsworth and Longfellow families. 
Guests will enjoy a glass of champagne or sparkling cider before the tour, and will 
leave with a reproduction print of a lovely vintage valentine from the MHS 
collection, as well as a rose from Harmon’s Floral Company.  Click here for tickets:  
https://www.mainehistory.org/programs_events.shtml
 

February 14 - 18  “Art in Bloom” Portland Museum of Art.  The Longfellow Garden Club as well as 
Gorham, St. Mary’s and Cape Elizabeth Garden Clubs, Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens, and area 
florists will be showcasing floral designs inspired by pieces from the PMA’s collection.  Our display will 
be paired with a glass piece designed by the famous artist Dale Chihuly.  The Museum's Cafe will be 
serving flower-inspired cocktails during the event.  Attendees will also have the chance to learn 
hands-on tips for floral arranging while they take in the exhibits.  Three special related events, hours 
for the Museum, the cost of tickets, and directions are posted on the Portland Museum of Art's 
website which can be accessed:  by clicking here.   A real mid-winter treat! 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CLUB CALENDAR

February - No Meeting


March 13, Tuesday - note afternoon meeting time 
Ocean View at Falmouth

20 Blueberry Lane, Falmouth


2:00 	 Program: “Gardening Forever – adaptive 	 	
	 strategies to ensure lifelong gardening” 		 	
	 Speaker: Ellen Gibson, Maine AgrAbility

HAPPY 

211th


BIRTHDAY

HENRY!


1807-1882


http://brunswickdowntown.org/bda-events/
https://www.mainehistory.org/programs_events.shtml
https://www.portlandmuseum.org/events/search?keys=art+in+bloom&event_audience=3&event_type=All&event_date%5Bmin%5D%5Bdate%5D=2018-02-14&event_date%5Bmax%5D%5Bdate%5D=2018-02-18&movie_date%5Bmin%5D%5Bdate


March 21 - 25  Maine Flower Show at Thompson’s Point, South Portland.  This year’s show will 
feature 14 design gardens and 115 exhibits.  GCFM will have 
an exhibit booth (see photo from last year).  We are looking for 
members to help staff the booth.  Individuals can sign up for a 
3-hour shift online at:  http://bit.ly/GCFMFlowerShow   Or if 
you're interested in helping out, contact Carmen Weatherbie by 
calling her at 207-317-0733 or by sending her an email.  
Former GCFM President Kathleen Marty and GCFM 1st Vice 
President Barbara Longstaff will present a joint program about 
pollinators on Thursday.   

ARBORETUM

The native plants in Mrs. Leys’ garden were 
treated to an early November weeding and 
some additional pine needle mulch.   We are 
looking forward to additional growth in 2018.

NEW MEMBERS -
UPDATE YOUR YEARBOOK

Longfellow Garden Club is pleased to welcome 
three new members:

Rebecca Leeman (Active) (Dec 2017)

Kelley Boero (Supporting) (Dec 2017)                        
 
Sue Clark (Supporting) (Jan 
2018)

LONGFELLOW GARDEN

Ah Wintertime!  A much needed rest period for 
both gardens and gardeners!  In fact, the cold 
weather signals plants to go dormant and a nice 
layer of snow actually protects root systems.  
Even though we have had very cold 
temperatures, we haven’t had any shrub or tree 
damage due to ice or snow, that is, thus far! 
Mandy Johnson was able to go in late fall and 
prune the viburnums which just exploded last 
summer.  Steve Landry reports that MHS’s Beer 
in the Garden events have begun, although the 
first event was held in the Library due to the 
below freezing temperatures.  So we will just 
bide our time until late April the earliest we go in 
to begin our stewardship of this wonderful 
space. Looking forward to working with you all 
this summer. Imelda Schaefer
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Designing with December Greens
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 Bill and Barbara Tolman planting a tree at 
the Longfellow Arboretum in June 2016

Charles Wilbert “Bill” Tolman passed away 
on December 17, 2017, at the age of 95. 
 You could say gardening is a real family 
affair in the Tolman clan: Bill was a 35-year 
member of the Longfellow Garden Club, his 
wife Barbara is a past President and 45-year 
member of the Club, and daughter Laurel 
Parker is a 33-year member!  (Son Gerald 
probably has a green thumb too!)
Bill served in the Army Air Force during 
World War II, and worked for Texaco for over 
36 years while earning a Bachelor of 
Business Administration and an MBA through 
night courses.  He was a life member of 
American Youth Hostels, pedaling more than 
10,000 miles on his bike.
A popular New England Square Dance caller, 
Bill was an active member of the 
Scarborough Historical Society, and 
published a neighborhood newsletter, Olde 
Millbrook Riffles, for 45 years.  His other 
interests included travel, photography, 
genealogy and bridge.  He was a docent at 
the Portland Observatory and taught evening 
classes through the University of Maine. 
With Barbara at his side for 70 years, Bill led 
a full and rewarding life.

Candi’s Fabulous Pickles
(Served at our September meeting at Candi Oliver’s home.)

4 cups red (cider) vinegar
4 cups white sugar
½ cup salt
1 ½ teaspoon celery seed
1 ½ teaspoon mustard seed
1 ½ teaspoon turmeric
2 large onions
25 small cukes OR long slender cukes with 
small seeds

Fill a large glass (gallon-size) container with 
sliced cukes and onions.  
Mix spices with vinegar and sugar.  
Pour over to cover.  Refrigerate.  

Ready to enjoy in 5 days.  This recipe may be 
reduced.  Mix additional seasoned vinegar if 
needed to cover.  More cukes may be added 
during the first day or two as those in the 
container shrink and float.
Questions?  Call Candi Oliver.  

New Rules

The Maine Department of Agriculture, 
Conservation and Forestry has adopted rules 
(PDF 38KB) (DOC 69KB) that prohibit the sale 
of 33 terrestrial plant species determined to 
meet the invasive plant criteria described in 
the rule.


The prohibition of sales began January 1, 
2018.  For information see:

http://www.maine.gov/dacf/php/horticulture/
invasiveplants.shtml


Invasive species out compete native species 
by hogging sunlight, water, nutrients, and 
space.  They change animal habitat by 
eliminating native foods, altering cover, and 
destroying nesting opportunities.  Some 
invaders are so aggressive they leave no room 
for our natives.

http://www.maine.gov/dacf/php/horticulture/documents/Chapter273.pdf
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